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By Major-General R. S. S. BADEN-POWELL. 

Honorary Vice-President of The Boys' Brigade.  

GENERAL BADEN-POWELL has for many years taken a keen interest in all that concerns the welfare of Boys, and it 

would be difficult to exaggerate the influence for good which he has exerted over the youth of our nation. He has 

recently placed at our disposal the manuscript of a paper on " Scouting for Boys,'' which seems to have in it the 

possibility of so much helpful interest, especially in view of our coming summer Camps, that we are glad to publish 

the following extracts. These are sufficient to show that this method of interesting and instructing Boys is open to 

endless development along the lines indicated, and can be tirade as applicable to city Boys as to those in the coun-

try. 

General Baden-Powell writes:— "The ulterior object of the following, scheme is to develop among Boys a power of 

sympathising with others, a spirit of self-sacrifice and patriotism, and generally to prepare them for becoming good 

citizens. The method suggested for effecting the above is to make Boys observant of details, and to develop their 

reasoning powers, and at the same time to inculcate in them the spirit of self-denial and of obedience to duty. The 

instructor should read to the would-be scouts a detective tale from Gaboriau or Conan Doyle (Sherlock Holmes), 

laying special stress on the clues to the crime, and the deductions therefrom. He should examine the Boys to see 

that they have grasped the idea of drawing conclusions from small signs. He should then give instruction in noticing 

details and remembering them ; such as looking in a shop window for one minute and then moving away—to try 

and state all the articles in the window ; noticing the difference and details of passers-by, and deducing their occu-

pation and character; points of the compass by the sun, moon, stars, etc. learning in the country or parks the tracks 

of people, horses, carriages, etc., their age and meaning ; the art of lighting a fire and cooking; judging distance; 

knowledge of first aid, revival of apparently drowned persons ; personal hygiene; ability to swim; writing brief re-

ports, etc.; the place of Great Britain among the nations; the British Colonies; the Union Jack and its meaning. Duty 

to your country and to neighbours to be first guide in taking any step, your own pleasure or convenience to come 

second. Need of good citizens. Using your power of noticing details to spot people in every day life who are 

wanting help, and to help them in however small a way. Captains of Companies will doubtless be able to devise 

many more subjects suited to their local conditions, in which the young scouts might advantageously be educated, 

but I would suggest that in devising them the object given in my first paragraph above should always be  kept in 

view. 

Tests.—After being instructed as above, the scouts should be tested in a qualifying examination such as the follow-

ing 

1. Look into five successive shop windows, one minute at each. Then write down the contents of, say, the 2nd and 

4th from memory. 

2. Look at six passers-by and describe from memory, say, the 2nd,  3rd, and 5th, and what you reckon them and 

their business to be. 

3. Remember the numbers of the first two cabs that pass, and presently write them down from memory.  

4. Describe the compass-direction of certain streets, landmarks, etc., by the sun; or, if dull weather, " box the com-

pass." 
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5. Read tracks and their meaning—if in the country (or park) send some one out to make a fairly clear track (using 

walking sticks, etc.). Each Boy tracking for a few minutes in turn, or till he fails. 

6. The instructor lays a "paper chase" (in town or country), not with paper but with small signs such as buttons, bits 

of cloth, card, etc., all of one colour, some on the ground, some on bushes, trees, etc., to make the Boys use their 

eyes. (Objects all of one colour to be used to prevent confusion with ordinary rubbish). Boys follow the track, each 

one being given the lead in turn for four to five minutes or till he fails. 

7. Lay two fires and light I hem, using two matches only. 

8. Cook ¼lb. flour and two potatoes without the help of cooking utensils. 

9. Draw a sketch of the Union Jack correctly. 

10. Scouting race. Instructor stations three individuals or groups, each group differently clothed as far as possible, 

and carrying different articles (such as stick, bundle, paper, etc.), at distances from 300 to 

I200 yards from starting point. If there are other people about these groups might be told to kneel on one knee, or 

take some such attitude to distinguish them from passers by. He makes out a circular course of three points for the 

competitors to run, say about J mile, with a few jumps if possible. 

The competitors start and run to No. I point. Here the umpire tells them the compass-direction of the group they 

have to report on. Each competitor on seeing this group writes a report showing— 

1. How many in the group. 

2. How clothed or how distinguishable. 

3. Position as regards any landmark near them. 

4. Distance from his own position. 

He then runs to the next point and repeats the same on another group, and so on; and finally he runs with his re-

port to the winning post. 

Marks.—Full marks, 5 for each correct and complete description of  a group—that is an aggregate of 15 marks for 

the course. One mark deducted for every ten seconds later than the first Boy handing in his report at the winning 

post. Marks or half marks deducted for mistakes or omissions in reports." 
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