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fT^HE BB in the Cook Islands is 21 years of age. And to celebrate the great
event, a camp was held at Rarotonga, to which came Boys from the

various islands—^from Mangaia, Aitutaki, Atiu, Penrhyn, Manihiki, Rakahanga
and Mitiaro.

of the BB in the Cook Islands, pay
ing his first visit since 1946.
One day, the whole camp set out

on trucks to Muri for the picnic and
sports. On the way, they stopped at
each village, and the bands played.

Although the Boys had taken a
pienic lunch with them, the Ngatan-
gila people brought along food, so
there was a big "kai" for everyone.

Another notable event was a
march past and display. The Taka-
moa compound was a fine setting
for the parade, at which the salute
was taken by the Resident Commis
sioner.
There was a high standard of

marching, the slow march being par
ticularly impressive. Gifts were pre
sented by the outer islands
Companies to Mr. Challis and the

Trucks and bicycles converged on
the Avarua School, bringing in about
300 Boys and Officers, with all then-
belongings, their food and their fire
wood.

The pile of vegetables grew high,
pigs squealed and dozens of chickens
squawked in fear of imminent death.
The Boys soon settled in, and par

aded in uniform for the opening cere
mony, performed by the Resident
Commissioner, who spoke highly of
the work of the BB.
The quality of the marching and

the band was revealed to the local
people by the parades, to a football
match at Avatiu on the Saturday, and
church parades on the Sunday.

Big event of the camp was the ar
rival of the Celebration 'plane, bear
ing the Rev. R. L. Challis, founder

Rarotongan Companies. Then the
21st Birthday Cake was cut.
This was followed by sports, and

the programme culminated with a
camp fire, before one of the biggest
audiences ever seen in Rarotonga,
numbering nearly 2,000. Each is
land gave a display, which included
dancing, gymnastics and acted
stories.

Climax of the camp was a hig out
door parade service, held in Taka-
moa, in which the Rarotongan Girl
Guides joined. The Rev. R. L.
Challis chose as his text the verse
used at the dedication service 21
years before—"Be strong and of
good courage."
Comments the "Cook Islands Re

view" : —

The Brigade has now "come of
age" and must now attempt to do a
man's task in these islands, by serv
ing the Church and the community
in accordance with the high ideals of
its Founder.

ABOVE ! The Band

leading the parade when

the Camp marched through

the village to the hospital

to entertain the patients.

As everywhere, the Band

attracts the small Boys-

plenty of recruits here 1

LEFT t The climax of

the Camp — the Parade

Service.

More pictures at top

of next page.
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LEFT : The Birthday

Cake (made of woodi).

A smaller (real) one

was well and truly

eaten I

RIGHT 9 The Fa

tigue Squad prepares

a meal. The QM (on

the right) was at

Eton Camp in 1954.
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FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF
Among the new books recently

received at this oiBce are:
Friday Adventure, by John Pudney

(Evans Bros. Ltd., 9s. 6d.). Another
in the series of "Fred and I" stories,
which begins in a busy London street
and ends hundreds of miles in the
air above the metropolis.
Dale of the Mounted, by Joe Hol-

liday (Evans Bros. Ltd., 9s. 6d.). An
adventure story set in Canada, which
traces the career of a member of the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
through a series of thrilling assign
ments.

Eamonn Andrews Book (Adprint
Ltd., 5s.). A book of hobbies, sports,
party games, quizzes—just suitable
for your Life Boy brother.
Golden Book of Indian Crafts and

Lore, by W. Ben Hunt (Publicity
Products Ltd., 15s.). A full colour
production, telling of the customs,
dress and dances of the North
American Indians—suitable for Life
Boy or young BB age.

Adventure of the Sea, by James
Fisher (Rathbone Books, 15s.). A
magnificent full-colour production,
telling the story of the sea—how man
came to fear it, to challenge it, and
to ransack its secrets.

Young Farmers in Scotland, by
Nancy Martin (Macmillan, 7s. 6d.).
The struggle of a young man in de
veloping a derelict hill farm in Scot
land—a story for a Boy who wants
to achieve "something different."

NCO's TESTIMONY

The Chief Constable of Birkenhead
has become President of the Birken
head Battalion. He was at one time
a BB Boy.

Before I was converted I had
heard or read of the miracles

of Jesus, but I never dreamed that
I would be the subject of one.
At school, and from a very

young age, 1 had been foul
mouthed and foul minded and I
could not get rid of these things,
even had I wanted. In my later
years at school, I came very near
to going to Borstal with some
friends at that time. One of my
close friends went there for two
years, and if I had riot stopped
beirig his companion about 12
months before, I with others,
would have gone with him. Now
I thank God for saving me from
those things.
At 15 years of age I started out

to work in a factory where the
language was atrocious and mine
became even worse. After five
months I left that firm and after
a few more working weeks started
at my present firm where the lan
guage and evil deeds are just as
bad as in the first place where I
worked.
By the age of 16 I had taken

to drink. This was because I
thought it made me look big and
manly, and at a relation's wed
ding, I made a fool of myself by
getting drunk.
From the age of 12, I have been

a member of The Boys' Brigade,
and all 1 heard in the Bible Class
meant nothing to me. Then one
day the Captain of my BB Com
pany arranged for us to go to
Harringay to hear an American
preacher. I went, but did not
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know what the meeting was
about. For the next few weeks a
strange power seemed to follow
me everywhere I went. I also
tried to give up swearing, but I
failed.
I was an NCO in the BB, and

one night I was asked to attend
the Sunday evening church service
to set an example to the other
Boys. So I did as I was asked.
One Sunday I was asked if I
would like to go out for a day
with a party of young people from
the church. That day was Easter
Monday, 1954. It was also my
17th birthday. Of that Monday
I can remember the evening best,
because in the evening the party
of young people went to Harrin
gay to hear the American preach
er, Dr. Billy Graham.

At that meeting I came face to
face with Jesus Christ, and
through His servant He told me
what a vile, rotten sinner I was.
He also told me what would hap
pen to me if I continued in the
way I was living. Then I learned
how Jesus died on the cross in
agony that 1 might have my sins
forgiven. At that time I was very
frightened about the sinful way in
which I was living that on that
evening I gave my heart and life
to Jesus Christ. Since that even
ing I have definitely known Jesus
Christ as my Saviour and Lord.
For all God's Grace and Power,
and for saving me from that rot
ten life, I thank Him, and I will
praise Him and His Name always.


