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Belfast Camps 

Continuing our theme of summer Camps, and also in recognition of the 100th anni-

versary of the dedication of the Belfast Battalions camp site on the 13th July 1924, we 

have been adding pages to the virtual museum about the dedication of Ganaway and 

Belfast Battalion Camps. An account of the dedication service can be found on page 3, 

and a full account, together with the dedication programme can be found by visiting 

the virtual museum.  

The Camp Lyre, newsletter of the Belfast Battalion Camps have recently been scanned 

and these are also available to read by clicking on the links on the following page. It is 

worth noting the newsletters are a spoof on the camp activities, and we were particu-

larly interested in an account written in 1932, which envisaged what a camp in 1982 

might look like. We have included this on the following page together with some im-

ages we found of the ‘technology’ they have on camp in the 1930’s.  

As with all the pages on our Virtual Museum they are continually being update, and 

more content added to them, so if anyone has any photographs, or film footage from 

camps at Ganaway please get in touch with us. We are also looking to fill gaps in the 

Camp Lyre collection, and would appreciate access to these so they can be scanned 

and preserved for the future, and made available on our Virtual Museum. 
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https://twitter.com/BBArchiveTrust
https://www.thebbmuseum.org/the-boys-brigade/countries/united-kingdom/battalions/belfast-battalion/belfast-battalion-camp/
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Camp Lyre 

https://www.thebbmuseum.org/the-boys-brigade/countries/united-kingdom/battalions/belfast-battalion/belfast-battalion-camp/the-camp-lyre/
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Ganaway Dedication 

Belfast Newsletter Thursday July 17th, 1924 

The new permanent camping ground of the Belfast Battalion of the Boys' Brigade 

at Ganaway, on the Down Coast, midway between Millisle and Ballywalter, was 

dedicated yesterday day by the Moderator of the General Assembly Right Rev. R. 

W. Hamilton. There was a big parade of the members of the Battalion and a large 

number of the parents of the boys and friends of the movement travelled down 

from Belfast for the ceremony. 

The camp is ideally situated, a short distance from the seashore, in a beautiful dis-

trict, and is within easy reach of Donaghadee. The acquisition of the site was made 

possible through the kindness of an anonymous donor, who generously bestowed 

to the Battalion, through the President, Rev. R. H. S. Cooper, a sum equal to half 

the purchase price. Special efforts have been made by the officers and boys to 

liquidate the balance, and it is hoped to further reduce the amount still outstand-

ing by other efforts during the coming session. A considerable sum is still required 

to complete the equipment of the ground, and the help of all interested in this 

valuable organisation is asked for. 

The dedication ceremony was of a very impressive nature, but, unfortunately, a 

heavy shower fell whilst it was in progress. The boys were paraded to form three 

sides of a square, the forth of which was occupied by friends of the lads. The 

Battalion band led the praise service, which was opened with the singing of the 

100th psalm. A passage of scripture was read by the Rev. D Boyle after which pray-

er was led by Rev. Wylie Blue. 

Rev. R.H.S Cooper made a short statement explaining the objects of the service, 

after which the Moderator solemnly dedicated the grounds “to the glory of God 

and the use of The Boys’ Brigade”. He said he regarded The Boys’ Brigade as the 

finest organisation for the development of mind, body, and soul, and paid tribute 

to the general officer and the friends of the President who had made the purchase 

of the grounds possible for the use of the boys. He hoped it would be used to the 

fullest and that it would be a means of assisting the Brigade in a great many ways. 

The service was concluded with the singing of the National anthem. 

1933 Belfast Battalion Camp Ganaway 

https://www.thebbmuseum.org/the-boys-brigade/countries/united-kingdom/battalions/belfast-battalion/ganaway/ganaway-dedication/

